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Here is what we have written about Mary Advocate some time ago: “God is the defender of his people. It is He who keeps, protects, saves, redeems, nourishes, leads, delivers them from every evil. Thus the Psalm narrates this wondrous work of the Lord our God: “May God arise, may his enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him. May you blow them away like smoke— as wax melts before the fire, may the wicked perish before God. But may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful. Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds; rejoice before him—his name is the Lord. A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. When you, God, went out before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, the earth shook, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One of Sinai, before God, the God of Israel. You gave abundant showers, O God; you refreshed your weary inheritance. Your people settled in it, and from your bounty, God, you provided for the poor.” (Psal 68 (87) 2-11)
Christ Jesus is the defender. He defends us in expiating for us, dying in our place, taking upon himself, Immaculate Lamb, our faults to put them up to cross and taking them away from our heart: “My children, I am writing this to you so that you may not commit sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one. He is expiation for our sins, and not for our sins only but for those of the whole world.” (1 Jn 2, 1-2) Jesus is the defender before the Father in interceding and praying for the sinners, so that they convert and enter eternal life, accepting his grace and truth. 
The Holy Spirit Is the Defender. He defends us in keeping us immune from every falsity, ignorance, foolishness, deceit, cunning and malice of Satan; leading us to the whole truth; making us true witnesses of Jesus; giving a word of truth before those who oppose and desire our death: "When the Advocate comes whom I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth that proceeds from the Father, he will testify to me. And you also testify, because you have been with me from the beginning.” (Jn 15, 26-27) The Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit defend our life so that no one robs it of us, takes it away from us, removes it from us.
The Virgin Mary, too, participates in this divine work, fulfilled toward us by the Father, by the Son and by the Holy Spirit. To Her, however, one gives a special, particular, unique title: “Advocate of the sinners”. It is as if her Son, Christ the Lord, had wanted to give Her a singular mission, a very high maternal mission. The Virgin Mary is Mother of such sinful humanity, spiritually infirm, sick in the soul, infected in its spirit, stiff in its heart, weak in its will, spoiled in its desires. This is the current state of every man: he is a sinner.
What responsibility has Jesus given to his Mother? That of finding, before Him, a reason of salvation, of redemption, of justification, not condemnation, forgiveness, great mercy, full condescension. What Jesus did on the cross before handing his spirit over to the Father, when He has prayed for his perpetrators, excusing them before God for they did know what they were doing, this ministry is of his Mother, now. She must always find every attenuation for us so that the lightening of the divine justice may not fall upon us and may not overwhelm us. The mercy, the piety, the compassion of the Lord must always triumph, through Her, toward us in order to our salvation in time and in eternity.
So that She may defend us before her Divine Son, it is necessary that we love Her with a true, sincere, pure, holy love. If the younger son did not come back to the Father, He could not have defended him before the older son: 'My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.'" (Lk 15, 26-27)If we do not return into the house of our heavenly Mother, She might never defend us. We love Her, we return to Her, we honour Her as our true Mother, we approach Her and in the moments of haze and of spiritual darkness She will always know how to intercede for us, defending us before his Divine Son. We must never depart from her presence. We must always turn to Her, listen to Her, invoke Her, ask Her for mercy, compassion, support, help, defence, in the promise of changing life, for we want to offer all of us to Her and to Jesus: heart, spirit, body, soul.”
We have also written: “The Virgin Mary is invoked, prayed, pleaded as “Our Advocate.” Now let us ask: why is the Virgin Mary given the noble and sublime title of “Advocate”? What does this ministry of the Mother of God consist of exactly, theologically speaking? Which virtue does one wish to show about our heavenly Mother? We surely have an erroneous concept of the meaning of “advocate.” We assume him to be the one who, with his ability, his expertise, his science, his experience drawn from the courtrooms, can defend the guilty, turning injustice into justice, guilt in innocence, conviction into righteous behaviour, evil into good, condemnation into absolution. However, when the guilt is so evident that it cannot be denied in any way, here is where the advocate must make it as voluntary as possible, a pure accident, a sad casualty, a fact without any full responsibility. The advocate works to declare every fault non-fault.

The Virgin Mary does not live this kind of “advocacy”. She is true Advocate, but in a very different way. She is our Advocate, first of all as our “Assistant”, our “Guide”, our “Counsellor”, our “Expert”, our “Friend”, always close to us to enlighten us with her counsels, help us with her discernment, prompt us with her exhortation, show us the way to follow with her perfect exemplarity, teach us how one obeys the Word of her Divine Son promptly, sustain us with her great encouragement. Her first work is that of prevention. She must work so that we may never fall into evil, into transgression, into disobedience, into the abandonment of the righteous faith, of the holy charity, of the beautiful hope. Her second work is that of raising us in spirit and in soul, through a high morality, an utmost spirituality, a perfect ascesis that making us not commit any little venial sin. Her third work is that of showing us the way of repentance, of the sorrow of sins, of the will not to offend the Lord anymore, of the desire of always walking through his Law, of the resolution of a greater holiness after having offended the Lord and having returned into his grace and holiness. Her fourth work, as our “Advocate” is that of the intercession before God. Intercession is double: first, it is the request to Jesus of every greater grace for our higher sanctification. Secondly, it is the supplication of forgiveness. We are sinners. The Virgin Mary asks Jesus to show all his mercy, all his piety, all the richness of his love, all his divine compassion toward us. This is her true mission of “Advocate” in her intercession: imitating the tenant of the vineyard of the evangelical parable who asks the master not to cut the barren tree, as he would have taken care of it with more attention. The fig tree is to be cut. But after having spent every energy. For us there will also be eternal hell, but only after our “Advocate” has spent all her energy to cure our spiritual barrenness. Here is the assistance we are always to ask our “Advocate”, who spares Herself in nothing for our conversion, redemption, salvation. Who works all things for our greater holiness.
A truth that must be added to what is written reveals that the person who is our Advocate is our Mother. Christ the Lord wanted that his Mother, given to us as our true Mother, to be our Advocate. He is the Brother Advocate. He is the Brother who has charged Himself with our sins for our salvation. The Virgin Mary is the Mother Advocate. She is not only the Advocate that Jesus has placed a tour side. But She is the Mother who living her ministry of Advocate places Herself next to us in order to lead us to the everlasting life in the blessed heaven. Then it is righteous that one says that the Mother lives a very particular relation with each of her children. For each of her child, She wants the utmost good. The mother spares in nothing in order to give the child what is useful for his elevation both spiritual and material. The mother is capable to sacrify all her life without sparing in nothing. Toward the Virgin Mary, our Mother Advocate, we must multiply the love that every earthily mother shows to her children to infinity. The Love of the Virgin Mary is most pure, but it is also limitless because of her heart that is limitless. It contains the entire love of the Father, the entire grace of Christ Jesus, the entire light of the Holy Spirit, with no measure. With such most pure love with no measure She lives by our side and takes care of our life with no interruption. However, when we offend the Lord, then She shows how great her intercession before her Son is in view of obtaining the forgiveness and the remission of the sin. But since our repentance is necessary to obtain the forgiveness, She, the Mother Advocate, obtains this grace, too, before her Son. When we repent for our sins, we think that it is for our will. Nothing is for our will. On the contrary, everything is for the most mighty prayer that comes to the heart of our Brother Paraclete from the heart of the Mother Advocate.  Without the might intercession of our Mother Advocate, no conversion might happen. When one falls into sin, one does not even pray. Rather, one perseveres into sin and little by little one also loses consciousness of having offended the Lord. She, our Mother Advocate, always vigilant, always solicitous, intervenes before her Son and through her maternal prayer one obtains the grace of repentance and of conversion.  When one returns to God, it is always through the ministry of the Mother our Advocate. We must never forget this truth. While we sleep in sin, She watches over and prays so that we may awake from this dormancy of death. The ministry of the Mother our Advocate is divine. Here is why in the Books of Old Ascetics, one was taught that whoever is bond to the heavenly Mother with a bond of true love will hardly be lost. Little by little She will lead him to her Son, She will lead him to the Holy Spirit, She will lead him to the heavenly Father, She will lead him to the Word, She will lead him to the truth of the Word, She will lead him to the purest faith and to the great obedience to Christ Jesus. Whoever is not bond to the Mother Advocate with true love will always be like a dried leaf on the wings of evil. Evil will lead him from evil to evil, from falsity to falsity, from darkness to darkness, from sin to sin. That reserved to all those who do not love their Mother Advocate is a sad destiny. This sad destiny might end up with the everlasting perdition, if one does not immediately return and place under the custody of the Mother Advocate. We must never forget that the Virgin Mary was given to us by Christ Crucified. Why by Christ Crucified? So that She may teach us how one walks in the Gospel until reaching our physical crucifixion. But also how one remains in the Gospel even when one is crucified in Christ, with Christ, through Christ. The Mother our Advocate consecrates all Herself for this mission. 
As true Mother Advocate, the Virgin Mary is also refuge of sinners. She is refuge of sinners, for anyone who approaches Her, takes refuge in the salvation that her heart of Mother always obtains for them. She lives the same mission of Jesus. Before Him, the sinners took refuge for they knew to find forgiveness, mercy, piety, compassion, acceptance. They escaped from the Pharisees because they were despised, denied, distanced, condemned, judged: “While he was at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat with Jesus and his disciples. The Pharisees saw this and said to his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" He heard this and said, "Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. Go and learn the meaning of the words, 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' I did not come to call the righteous but sinners." (Mt 9,10-13). “A Pharisee invited him to dine with him, and he entered the Pharisee's house and reclined at table. Now there was a sinful woman in the city who learned that he was at table in the house of the Pharisee. Bringing an alabaster flask of ointment, she stood behind him at his feet weeping and began to bathe his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed them with the ointment. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, that she is a sinner." Jesus said to him in reply, "Simon, I have something to say to you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. "Two people were in debt to a certain creditor; one owed five hundred days' wages and the other owed fifty. Since they were unable to repay the debt, he forgave it for both. Which of them will love him more?" Simon said in reply, "The one, I suppose, whose larger debt was forgiven." He said to him, "You have judged rightly." Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? When I entered your house, you did not give me water for my feet, but she has bathed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but she has not ceased kissing my feet since the time I entered. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she anointed my feet with ointment. So I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little." He said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." The others at table said to themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" But he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." (Lk 7,35-50). Blessed that sinner who finds refuge before the heavenly Mother. One will not be lost in eternity. In the heart of the Virgin Mary there is always a grace of salvation and of redemption.
Paul, too, the greatest sinner, confesses the received mercy: “I am grateful to him who has strengthened me, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he considered me trustworthy in appointing me to the ministry. I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and an arrogant man, but I have been mercifully treated because I acted out of ignorance in my unbelief. Indeed, the grace of our Lord has been abundant, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Of these I am the foremost. But for that reason I was mercifully treated, so that in me, as the foremost, Christ Jesus might display all his patience as an example for those who would come to believe in him for everlasting life.” (1Tm 1,12-16). 
In the Old Testament God, the heavenly Father, is refuge of true salvation: “Lord my God, I take refuge in you; save and deliver me from all who pursue me (Psal 7,2). The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble (Psal 9,10). For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent and set me high upon a rock. (Psal 27,5). You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. Tu sei il mio rifugio, mi preservi dal pericolo, mi circondi di esultanza per la salvezza (Psal 31,7). You are my strength, I sing praise to you; you, God, are my fortress, my God on whom I can rely. (Psal 58,17). My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. (Psal 61,8). A prayer of Moses the man of God. Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. (Psal 89,1). I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” (Psal 90,2). But the Lord has become my fortress, and my God the rock in whom I take refuge (Psal 93,22). The high mountains belong to the wild goats; the crags are a refuge for the hyrax. (Psal 103,18). I cry to you, Lord; I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.” (Psal 141,6). He is my loving God and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, my shield, in whom I take refuge, who subdues people under me. (Sal 143,2). 
Even Judah, the betrayer, if he had turned to the Virgin Mary, would have been accepted, forgiven, presented to Christ Jesus to obtain his forgiveness. This is the might of refuge of our heavenly Mother. Her heart of Woman, of Mother, of Queen seeks, desires, covets that: that every sinner may convert, live, love again, serves the Lord in humbleness and purity of intentions, with righteous conscience. She goes seeking the great sinners to make them great worshippers of her Son Jesus. This is her ministry of Mother: always seeking sinners to save. Today we no longer need the Mother Advocate, this Refuge given to us by Christ Jesus. We no longer need it for we are no longer sinners. Even if we are, we no longer need Her because by now our faith deprives of every revealed truth and against every revealed truth proclaims everyone to be wrapped by the great mercy of the Lord. This mercy will all lead to the everlasting kingdom. We neither need to live the Gospel. We are already saved, without any need of Christ Jesus, either. Today our heavenly Mother must precisely deliver us from this immense universal foolishness. She must always intervene before her Son and intercede before Him so that He may deliver us from such great darkness and may obtain for us the grace of walking in the most pure truth of the Gospel.
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